
Toronto 1970



Toronto 2023 



York University 1970s (?)



York University 2019 (!)





Our landscape is changing, and we need to adapt.



Annual per-capita residential GHG 
emissions from all transportation

6.86-9.77 tonnes

Annual per-capita residential GHG 
emissions from transit alone

0.10 tonnes



+12.6% +37.5% +60.9% +46.7% +59.0% +16.1%







Transit isn’t optional.



Toronto is < 1.1 people
per car during rush hour 
(180+ cars for 200 people)



Public Transit Commuter Mode Share (2016)
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Approximate Daily Ridership (2019)

45,000 riders

50,000 riders

56,000 riders

84,000 riders

120,000 cars / 133,200 people

162,000 riders (projected in 2010)

200,000 cars / 222,000 people

230,000 riders

270,000 riders

388,000 riders (projected in 2014)

528,000 riders

795,000 riders

1,000,000+ riders

Line 3 - SRT

Line 4 - Sheppard

All GO Buses

504 King Streetcar

Gardiner (east of Jarvis)

Eglinton Crosstown

Gardiner (west of Jarvis)

All GO Trains

All TTC streetcars

Ontario Line

Line 2 - Bloor Danforth

Line 1 - Yonge University

All TTC buses combined

Over $1 billion for 
rebuild of 1.7km section



How many people fit?



12,300 people per hour

30,100 
people 

per 
hour



The public has a right to participate





But who is 
participating?

Available
I’m working evening shift 
or handling a small child’s 
bedtime at home

Informed

My English isn’t strong 
enough yet; I think the 

City sent stuff to my 
landlord, not me

Influential

I’m a non-citizen & a renter; 
my councillor’s been in 
office since the 1980’s but 
has never visited my street

Opinionated

I don’t know about 
subsidy and triple-P and 
BRT, both options sound 

reasonable I guess

Welcomed
I’m sure nobody wants to 
hear my opinion



Fare Policing

“Despite making up 8.8% 
of the total population of 
Toronto, Black people 
accounted for 19.2% of 
total enforcement 
incidents. Indigenous 
people, who comprise less 
than 1% of the population, 
accounted for 3% of the 
total incidents.” - CBC

“Incidence rates that were 
3.1 times higher for 
Indigenous individuals and 
1.95 times higher for Black 
individuals than white.” - 
BlogTO - Toronto Star

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/ttc-race-black-indigenous-enforcement-1.5987048
https://www.blogto.com/city/2021/04/toronto-residents-colour-run-ins-ttc-fare-inspectors/
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/you-assumed-i-didn-t-tap-because-i-was-black-ttc-promises-change-over-report/article_d0f25273-4877-5d90-9fdd-1b038ddfaffe.html#tncms-source=login


How far can you get 
in 30 minutes at 8 AM 

on a Monday?
Walking – Transit – Car

Build your own later:
app.traveltime.com 

(works on your phone)



More transit is necessary for the city to thrive







Other factors to consider 

Budgets Equity

Short-term/ 
Long-term

Local/ 
Regional
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